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Coaching centres have turned
into poachlng centres: VP

They have become
black holes for talent
in regimented silos:
Dhankhar in Kota

Bhanwar S Charan
Kota

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, while address-
ing the 4th Convocation
of IIIT Kota, strongly
criticized the growing in-
fluence of coaching cen-
tres, calling them “poach-
ing centres” and “black
holes for talent.”
Speaking in the heart of
India’s coaching hub,
Kota, he warned that such
institutions are damaging
youth potential and tar-

/ I’\ﬂl Honour

BHAU BAZ

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Rajasthan Governor Haribhau
Bagade handing over degree to a student during Convocation of
IIIT Kota. Lt. Gen. (Retd.) AK Bhatt and Prof NP Padhy also seen.

nishing education.
Dhankhar emphasized
that in today’s world, sov-

ereignty is threatened not
by armies but by depen-
dence on foreign digital
infrastructure.

He called for a new era
of nationalism rooted in
technological leadership,

stating that leading in tech-
nology must become the
new frontier of patriotism.

Rajasthan ~ Governor
Haribhau Bagade, Lt. Gen.
(Retd.) AK Bhatt, Chair-
person, BoG, IIIT; Prof NP
Padhy, Director and other
dignitaries were present on
the occasion. P7
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4th Convocation of IIIT Kota

‘Code, Cloud, Cyber’: VP
flags new age Warfare

Bhanwar S Charan
Kota

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, addressing the
4th Convocation of IIIT
Kota on Saturday, ex-
pressed serious concern
over India’s reliance on
imported technology in
critical sectors like de-
fence, warning that for-
eign dependence could
paralyze the nation. Em-
phasizing the evolving
global dynamics, he said
the new battleground is
defined by “code, cloud,
and cyber,” not conven-
tional warfare.

Dhankhar also criti-
cized the current educa-
tion model, particularly
the rise of coaching cen-
ters, calling them counter-

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar attends 4th Convocation of llIT
Kota on Saturday. Also seen are Rajasthan Governor Haribhau
Bagade, Lt. Gen. (Retd.) A.K. Bhatt, and Prof NP Padhvy.

productive to the spirit of
learning and the NEP. He
warned against the “as-
sembly-line” approach to
education and highlighted
the psychological toll on
students. Calling for skill-
based learning, he urged
coaching institutes to

transform into skill cen-
tres & stressed the need to
revive India’s traditional
knowledge-sharing val-
ues. Rajasthan Governor
Haribhau Bagde, Lt. Gen.
(Retd.) A.K. Bhatt, and
IIIT officials were present
at the event.
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- V-P: Coaching centres have
become ‘poaching centres),
pose threat to edu system

Rajiv Saxena &
Shoeb Khan | Tnn

Kota/Jaipur: Raising a red
flag on India’s booming pri-
vate coaching industry, vice-
president Jagdeep Dhank-
har Saturday said coaching
centres had turned into “po-
aching centres” and black
holes for talent, causing se-
rious damage to the count-
ry’s education ecosystem
and the psychological well-
being of its youth.
Addressing the fourth
convocation of III'T-Kota,
the vice-president warned
that the cramming culture
encouraged by these institu-
tions was undermining cu-
riosity, creativity and criti-
cal thinking — the very fo-
undations of education.
“Coaching centres have
become black holes for talent
inregimented silos. They pre-
pare students like robots for

o
-

Vice-president Jagdeep Dhankhar
speaks during fourth convocation
of IlIT-Kota Saturday

years and block their thin-
king. This obsession with
grades and standardised sco-
res is stifling curiosity, a vital
part of human intelligence,”
Dhankhar said.

He added that this appro-
ach hasled torisingpsycholo-
gical distress among stu-
dents, and called for an ur-
gent shift in priorities.

»ContinuedonP4
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We must end
- assembly-line
culture: VP

» Continued fromP1

Kota/Jaipur: Criticising
the parallel education sys-
tem promoted by private
coaching, Dhankhar said
it runs contrary to the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP)-2020, which seeks to
move education away from
rote learning and towards
holistic, skill-based and
inclusive  development.
“We must end this assemb-
ly-lineculture.Itisdanger-
ous for our education.
Coaching centres are
working against the flow
of NEP and creating un-
necessary roadblocks to
growth,” hesaid.

The VP urged coaching
institutes to transform in-
to skill development cen-
tres, and asked civil socie-
ty and lawmakers to recog-
nise the urgency of this
educational crisis. He also
questioned the ethics of
heavy advertisement
spending by coaching in-
stitutes. “These billboards
and full-page newspaper
ads are funded by parents,
who either take loans or
spend their hard-earned
savings, hopingforabetter
future for their children.
This is not an optimal use
of resources,” hesaid, call-
ing such advertising prac-
tices misleading and in-
sensitive to India’s civili-
sational values.

Dhankhar’s remarks
were widely seen as a di-
rectindictmentof the Kota
coaching industry that is
estimated to be worth over
Rs 7,000 crore.
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